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Ok, by a show of hands. How many of you here are ready for winter to end so we can move right on to spring?

I know I am done with winter weather, snow and subzero temps.

That reminds me. Because of the weather last week we ended up canceling service. But, we were scheduled to wrap up our last sermon series on church membership. Because I didn’t want to just droop it you will find a “Readers Digest” version of what I would have preached last week on the back of March’s calendar which in in your bulletin. 

You will also find a copy of the membership covenant that is a part of our by-laws. I feel this really sums up the whole of the sermon series we just finished.

I encourage you to read it this week. If you are already a member this would be a good reminder of what your membership means.

If you are not already a member I ask you to read it over and ask God if He would want you to formally join Christ Community.

We can look at the calendar and see that there are 26 days. We use a calendar all the time. Dana and will sit down and go over our calendars to make sure we do miss anything, or I haven’t double booked us.

There is the annual calendar but there is also a church calendar.
 
Probably following the pattern set in the Old Testament and the Jewish calendar, the early church very early on began to establish the Church Calendar.

The church wanted to mark special dates like Easter, the resurrection of our Lord, Christmas and the birth of the baby Jesus, and Pentecost the beginning of the church. 

By the time of the Reformation in the 1500’s the Church Calendar included many feast and celebrations that had to do more with the Catholic Church and its traditions than with what actually happened in the Bible.

As a result, after Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses on the church door and kicked off the Reformation, Protestant churches have moved further and further away from the having anything to do with the “Church Calendar”; apart from celebrating Christmas and Easter.

I think this is to our lose. There is a rich heritage and deep meaning can be found in keeping to at least the seasons of the Church Calendar. 

We celebrate the season of Advent. Advent is the four weeks that lead up to Christmas. It is the season of preparation and anticipation of the arrival of the baby Jesus.
This morning is the first Sunday of Lent. Lent is the season of the church calendar that starts on Ash Wednesday and runs through the 40 days that lead up to Easter.

Some churches hold a special Ash Wednesday service. Where they place ashes, in the sign of the cross on participants foreheads with the accompanying words “Repent, and believe in the Gospel” or “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return”.

This ashes are a sign of mourning and repentance and help set the stage for Lent. 

The ashes used are typically gathered from the burning of the palms from the previous year’s Palm Sunday.

Palm Sunday is the Sunday before Easter and marks the beginning of what some call Holy week.

Holy week is that final week of Jesus’ earthly ministry including His death, burial, and resurrection on Easter Sunday.

Just as Jesus spent 40 days in the wilderness fasting and praying before His temptation and the launch of His public ministry.

Many Christians fast from something for the forty days of Lent in preparation of celebrating death and resurrection of our Lord.

This first Sunday of Lent we are beginning a new sermon series. 

This new sermon is called “7 Essential Questions” and this series will take us all the way through and including Easter Sunday.

Hopefully this will help you celebrate Easter in a way you never had before.

Today’s message begins with what I would say it the greatest and most essential and fundamental question anyone could ever ask and that is: “Who Is Jesus?”

Who is Jesus? 

It’s funny but it seems that in this pluralistic tolerant society we live in, everybody has their own opinion as to who Jesus is, or was.

But it also seems that a lot of people become very intolerant if you answer that question as the church has since the day Jesus asked Peter “who do you say that I am?”

You see we are to be tolerate of everything except thinking too much of who Jesus is.

If you would, please turn in your Bibles to Matthew chapter 16. Matthew chapter 16 and we will be picking up in verse13.

By the time we get to Matthew chapter 16 Matthew has recorded a well over 2/3 of Jesus’ three years of public ministry. 


The cross is less than a year away. Jesus has taken His disciple on their final missionary journey and on this trip where they will go deeper into the gentile, on non-Jewish, regions than that had gone before.

In Matthew chapter 14 Jesus feed the 5000. This was a largely Jewish crowd. 

Then in chapter 15 Jesus feeds a largely gentile crowd of 4000.

And now as we pick up in Matthew 16:13 “Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi “he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 

“Son of man” is the title Jesus used most often to refer to himself.

14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
 
First Jesus asks His disciples “Who do people say the son of man is?” 

In other words, Jesus is asking His disciples “What are you hearing about me, guys? What are people saying about me? Have they figured out who I am?” 

In response to this question the disciples give a number of answers. The answers they give are good answers. 

They begin by saying “Jesus, some think you are John the Baptist. John the Baptist, the one who preached strong morals, who announced the way of salvation, and who called people to prepare themselves for the coming of the kingdom. 

But others, Jesus, well, they think that you are Elijah. Elijah the one who performed many miracles, who was a man dedicated to prayer, and who was taken up into heaven by a fiery chariot. 

Still others say that you are the prophet Jeremiah. Jeremiah the one who stood against corruption and moral injustices of the day and who announced that a day was coming when God would be building a new heart to heart relationship with His people, a new covenant. 

Yes, Jesus, that is what people are saying. They are saying you are either John the Baptist, Elijah or Jeremiah.”

Now these were good answers. 

What the people were saying about Jesus would not have been an insult. It wasn’t like they were making derogatory remarks about Jesus because in each one of these answers we are confronted with men of great moral and spiritual character.

These were good people. John the Baptist, Elijah, and Jeremiah were good men: spiritual men. 

They were men who pointed the way to salvation that would come through Christ and a right relationship with God. 

However the problem was that was all they were -- men, people who pointed to the way of salvation. 

They were not the way of salvation themselves.

How different these answers are from Jesus’ claim for Himself when He said “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

To see Jesus as merely another person in a long line of great spiritual gurus, or religious teachers, and to bypass Him or sidestep Him in order to continue on with the search for a way to salvation is to miss everything. 

Jesus then turns to His disciples and He asks “But what about you?” 

He asks “Disciples, what about you -- the ones who have been with me for almost three years, the ones who have heard me teach and watched me heal, what about you?” 

“Disciples, who do you say that I am?” 

That’s a great question. At the end of the day is doesn’t matter who others believe who Jesus is. It doesn’t even matter who your parents say He is, who your Sunday school teachers say He is or even who I say He is.

The question really is: who do you say that He is.

Let’s stop for a moment and let me ask you who do you say Jesus is?

If you are willing, just stand right where you are, and if you can give a one or two sentence answer to the question: “Who do you say Jesus is?”

Thank you for your response. 

In 1976 Dr. S.M. Lockridge preached a sermon entitled “Seven Way King”. If you were to ask Dr. Lockridge who is Jesus, this is how he would answer that question.

[Let’s watch this video- “That’s My King]

“But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

Peter looks at Jesus and he says “Jesus, you are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

In other words, Jesus, you are the anointed one. You are the one that has come to save us. You are not only the one who will point us to the way of salvation and a right relationship with God. 

You are the one who will bring that about. 

Jesus, you are the Christ the Son of the living God. Peter gets it right! 

Yes the question Jesus asks is an essential fundamental question.
 
It is interesting that in Matthew 16:13 we are told that Jesus asked this question while He and the disciples were in the district of Caesarea Philippi. 

That is interesting and important to know because the people of Caesarea Philippi were notorious for their worship of Baal, the fertility god of the Canaanites, and also of Pan, the Roman god of fertility.

In fact, King Herod the Great had built a temple in Caesarea Philippi for the worship of Caesar. 

It was in the midst of all this idolatry, with all these people worshipping other gods that Jesus asks this fundamental question “Who do you say that I am?” 

It was in this setting, this pagan city, that Peter answers “Jesus, you are the Christ the Son of the living God.”

Rather than Caesarea Philippi, imagine for a moment that we find ourselves in a place such as Las Vegas which epitomizes worldliness and idolizes the love for money. 

Imagine walking down the main streets of the city with the glittering casinos all around us. 
The lights are just overpowering you, and then, all of a sudden, Jesus is walking with you and He turns to you and asks, “Who do you say that I am?” 

In that city full of lights He would wait for you to reply, “Jesus, Jesus. You are the light of the world.”

Or imagine sitting in the stands of the seventh game of the World Series, with its overdone razzle-dazzle displays that encourage us to worship sports. 

Imagine sitting in the best seat of the stadium, in the midst of tens of thousands of delirious fans and a hundred million more around the world watching the game on television. 

It is the bottom of the ninth… the Indians are down by three…the bases are loaded, and there is two out….Carlos Santana is up at plate….all eyes are on him. 

The pitcher delivers his pitch…and the ball is heading towards the plate….Santana swings and makes contact with the ball…it a deep fly ball...it is heading for the wall…the fans are all on their feet…and suddenly someone taps you on the shoulder.... 

It’s Jesus and He asks, “Who do you say that I am?” And in that atmosphere, with those screaming fans all around, He would expect you to reply “Jesus, Jesus, you are my only object of worship.”

Or imagine being at school, sitting down for lunch and having your friends or co-workers with you. 
They begin to talking about going out on the weekend and getting drunk. 

Suddenly, Jesus is there and He says “Who do you say that I am?” and He would expect us to say, “Jesus, you are my Lord and my God.”

Or imagine for moment you are at work. And you’re standing with some of your co-workers who are saying some pretty hurtful remarks about someone you work with. 

They are all laughing, and suddenly Jesus taps you on the shoulder and says, “Who do you say that I am?” 

And in that group of people He would expect you to say, “Jesus you are the one who forgives me, who loves me, who loves all people.”

You see it was in a first century setting where pagan temples and idols abounded, where people didn’t know Jesus or care who He was, that Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” 

And Peter declared, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

But now it is your turn to answer Jesus’ question in the setting that you find yourselves here, in the United States of America, in the in the State of Ohio, in the pew that you are sitting in. 

You have to answer Jesus’ question. You can’t avoid it. You can’t even refer it to our mom, or dad, or our brother, or sister. 
You can’t ask the elder or the pastors to answer it for you. 

Instead, today as you are sitting in this place you have to answer the question, “Who do you say that I am?” 

It is a fundamental essential question. But the answer is even more essential because the answer has to do with salvation, with life or death – not just in the here and now but for eternity.

“Who do you say that I am?” It is my hope and prayer that each person here can answer Jesus’ question correctly. 

I hope and pray that you can answer by saying, “Jesus, you are the Christ. You are the anointed one. You are the Son of the living God.” 

I hope and pray that you can answer by saying, “Jesus, you are my Savior and my Lord.” 

I hope and pray you can answer by saying, “Jesus you are my strength when I am weak, you are the treasure that I seek, you are my all in all.” 

Because only then, only when we answer Jesus in this way, will we, will you and I, know what life and eternity are all about.

I hope you can say, “Jesus you are the cornerstone upon which I will build my life and a line every decision I make.”

And if you can’t answer the question in that way -- well then I hope and pray that you will allow Jesus through his Holy Spirit to work in your heart. 

That you will find someone in this congregation, maybe the pastor, an elder, or a close friend, and speak to them about Jesus and what He means to them. 

Because as Jesus Himself said “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

Come to Jesus. Learn more about Him. Come to the Christ the Son of the living God and through Him find the salvation, find the life that you are looking for. Jesus asks, “Who do you say that I am?” Amen.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, we pray that each one of us may see and understand who Jesus is. May you through your Holy Spirit open our hearts to understand that Jesus is the Christ, your Son and that He is our Lord and Savior. If there is someone here this morning who does not know Jesus as their Savior and Lord, may You by the power of the Spirit allow their hearts to be open to see, know and believe in Him. In Jesus name, Amen.


Song: My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly trust in Jesus’ name. Christ alone, cornerstone, weak made strong, in the Savior’s love. Through the storm He is Lord, Lord of all. 
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